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Digital Evidence Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Todd Weiler
House Sponsor:Ryan D. Wilcox

LONGTITLE
General Description:
Thisbill concerns digital evidence examinationof a mobile device.

Highlighted Provisions:
Thisbill:
» defines terms;
» requires { eertain-cities-and-counties} local law enforcement agencies to:
« have {adigita-forensicstaboratory} mobile device forensics services;
» have acontract, partnership, or agreement with another entity that allows the { eity-or-county
} law enforcement agency to share in the use of {a-digital-} mobile device forensics { laboratory}
services, not including the Regional Computer Forensics Laboratory; or

» {havethee€ity'sorcounty'staw-enforeement-ageney-} provide specified support to the
Regional Computer Forensics Laboratory; { or}
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alows alaw enforcement

} access

the Regional Computer Forensics Laboratoryfor mobile device forensics services under certain

circumstances; and

» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
ENACTS:
53-10-105.1 , Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 1 is enacted to read:
53-10-105.1. {A i igi i

—Colection—Reporting} Requirementsfor mobile device forensics services by a local law

enforcement agency.

(1) Asused in this section:

(@ "Law enforcement interlocal entity” means an interlocal entity under Title 11, Chapter 13, Interlocal

Cooperation Act, that provides law enforcement services.

(b) "Law enforcement specia district” means adistrict that provides law enforcement services under:
(i) Title17B, Limited Purpose Local Government Entities - Special Districts; or

(ii) Title 17D, Chapter 1, Special Service District Act.

(c) "Local law enforcement agency” means an entity that:

(i) exists primarily to prevent and detect crime and enforce criminal laws, statutes, or ordinances; and
(i) is operated by:

(A) amunicipality;

(B) acounty;
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C) alaw enforcement interlocal entity; or

D) alaw enforcement special district.

eEl

d) "Mobile device" means a phone or general purpose tablet that:

(i) provides cellular or wireless connectivity;

(i) iscapable of connecting to the internet;

(iii) runsamobile operating system; and

(iv) is capable of running a software application or electronic service through the mobile operating

system.
(@{(e)} {"bigital} "Mobile device forensics { taberatery} services' means afacility , equipment, or
other type of capability that provides digital forensic evidence services by collecting and examining

digital evidenceon a mobile device.
(f) "Municipality" means the same asthat term is defined in Section 10-1-104.
(b){(9)} "Participating agency" meansalocal law enforcement agency that is providing, or otherwise

paying for, adequately trained personnel to staff the Regional Computer Forensics Laboratory for at

least 2,000 hours {a} per year, either directly through the local law enforcement agency or through

the entity that operates the local law enforcement agency.

(©){(h)} "Regional Computer Forensics L aboratory” means the digital forensics laboratory that is
operated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in partnership with other federal, state, and local
law enforcement agencies, for the region that includes Utah.

{2}

@{(2)} Onor before{duty} January 1, {2026} 2027, a{eity-of the first or second class; andacity-of

he thi i t-40,000people-} loca law enforcement agency shall:

a%d aTlda eakdalaidla

(i){ (@)} havethe{eity’s} local law enforcement agency's own { eigi mobile device forensics

{taberatery} services;
(ii){ (b)} have acontract, partnership, or agreement with another entity that allows the { eity-} |local

law enforcement agency to share in the use of {adigital-} mobile device forensics {laboratory}

services, not including the Regional Computer Forensics L aboratory; or
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{() {bhavethecounty'sown-digital-forensiestaboratory;}-}
(i{(9)} {haveaeontraet partnership} Notwithstanding Subsection (2), { er-agreement with-anether

local law enforcement agency may use the Regional Computer Forensics Laboratory{;} to access:
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() self-serve equipment that provides mobile device forensics services; and

Q advanced mobile device forensics services in a situation when standard mobile device forensics

services have failed, or would fail, to access digital evidence on a mobile device.

Section 2. Effective date.
Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on May 6, 2026.
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